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Introduction 

The Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE Academic) is an international computer-based academic English test that accurately 
assesses the Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing ability of students who want to study at institutions where English is the 
principal language of instruction. 

PTE Academic features 20 item types1 reflecting different modes of language use, different response tasks and different response 
formats. Each item type assesses one language skill or a combination of language skills, representing the range of functions and 
situations that students encounter during academic studies in an English-speaking environment. 

The test lasts for a maximum of three hours and consists of three main parts: 

Part 1) Speaking and writing (approximately 77-93 minutes)

Part 2) Reading (approximately 32-41 minutes) 

Part 3) Listening (approximately 45-57 minutes)2

Test takers are required to demonstrate a number of subskills when taking the test, e.g. identifying a writer’s purpose, tone,  
technique and attitude. Performance on the test is reported as an Overall Score, Communicative Skills scores for Speaking, 
Writing, Reading, and Listening, and Enabling Skills scores for Grammar, Oral Fluency, Pronunciation, Spelling, Vocabulary 
and Written Discourse. 

This document is designed for anyone who wants to learn about the skills tested and scoring in PTE Academic.

1 An item is a task in the test consisting of instructions, question or prompt, answer opportunities and scoring rules. An item type is a form of an item defined by the 	
	 presentation, the nature of the task, the skills addressed and the scoring rules.

2 The minimum and maximum timings indicated for the three parts of PTE Academic do not add up to the total maximum of three hours for the test. This is because 	
	 different versions of the test are automatically balanced for total length. No test taker will get the maximum or minimum times indicated on all parts. 
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Test structure and skills assessed
Part 1 Speaking and writing

(Approximately 77–93 minutes)

The first part of PTE Academic requires test takers to demonstrate their ability to speak and write in English.

Figure 1 shows the sections of the speaking and writing part of the test, the eight item types that are used, and the 
approximate time allowed for each section.

Figure 1: Part 1 Speaking and writing3

3 The minimum and maximum timings indicated for the sections in the speaking and writing part of PTE Academic do not add up to the total minimum and maximum 	
	 times stated for this part of the test (77–93 minutes). This is because different versions of the test are balanced for total length. No test taker will get the maximum 	
	 or minimum times indicated on all sections.

Part 1 Speaking and writing

Section

Section 1 

Section 2

 

Section 3-4 

Section 5

Section 6

Item Type

Personal introduction

Read aloud
Repeat sentence
Describe image
Re-tell lecture
Answer short question

Summarize written text

Summarize written text or Write essay

Write essay

Time Allowed

1 minute

30-35 minutes

 

 
20 minutes

10 or 20 minutes

20 minutes
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Section 1 Personal introduction

In Section 1 Personal introduction, test takers are asked to provide a spoken introduction about themselves. They are not 
assessed on their performance in this section. Their response offers an additional point of identification for institutions and 
provides some impression of test takers to university admission officers. Institutions selected by a test taker will be able to  
access the response together with the test taker’s score report. 

Section 2 Speaking

The speaking section of PTE Academic measures test takers’ ability to produce spoken English in academic settings (Figure 2). 
Five item types are used: Read aloud, Repeat sentence, Describe image, Re-tell lecture, and Answer short question. 

Figure 2: Section 2 Speaking

The tables on the following pages indicate for each item type in Section 2, the number of items in a given test, the 
Communicative Skills assessed, the task test takers have to complete and the subskills tested. 

Part 1 Speaking and writing

Section

Section 1 

Section 2

 

Section 3-4 

Section 5

Section 6

Item Type

Personal introduction

Read aloud
Repeat sentence
Describe image
Re-tell lecture
Answer short question

Summarize written text

Summarize written text or Write essay

Write essay

Time Allowed

1 minute

30-35 minutes

 

 
20 minutes

10 or 20 minutes

20 minutes
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Item Type: Read aloud

Number of items 			   6–7

Communicative Skills 		  Reading and Speaking 

Task			   Read aloud a text that appears on the computer screen

Subskills tested			 

Speaking:			   speaking for a purpose (to repeat, inform, explain); reading a text aloud; speaking at a natural 	
			   rate; producing fluent speech; using correct intonation; using correct pronunciation; using 	
			   correct stress; speaking under timed conditions

Reading:			   identifying a writer’s purpose, tone, technique and attitude; understanding academic 		
			   vocabulary; reading a text under timed conditions

Item Type: Repeat sentence

Number of items 			   10–12

Communicative Skills 		  Listening and Speaking  

Task			   Repeat the sentence exactly as heard after listening to a recording of a sentence

Subskills tested			 

Listening: 			   understanding academic vocabulary; inferring the meaning of unfamiliar words; 
			   comprehending variations in tone, speed and accent

Speaking:			   speaking for a purpose (to repeat, inform, explain); speaking at a natural rate; producing 	
			   fluent speech; using correct intonation; using correct pronunciation; using correct stress; 	
			   speaking under timed conditions
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Item Type: Re-tell lecture 

Number of items 			   3–4

Communicative Skills 		  Listening and Speaking  

Task			   Re-tell what has been heard after listening to or watching a lecture

Subskills tested			 

Listening: 		  identifying the topic; identifying supporting points or examples; identifying a speaker’s 
		  purpose, tone, technique and attitude; understanding academic vocabulary; inferring the 		
		  meaning of unfamiliar words; comprehending explicit and implicit information; comprehending 	
		  concrete and abstract information; classifying and categorizing information; following an oral 		
		  sequencing of information; comprehending variations in tone, speed and accent

Speaking:			   speaking for a purpose (to repeat, inform, explain), supporting an opinion with details, 		
			   examples and explanations; organizing an oral presentation in a logical way; developing  		
			   complex ideas within a spoken discourse; using words and phrases appropriate to the context; 	
			   using correct grammar; speaking at a natural rate; producing fluent speech; using correct  
			   intonation; using correct pronunciation; using correct stress; speaking under timed conditions

Item Type: Describe image

Number of items 			   6–7

Communicative Skills 		  Speaking  

Task			   Describe an image, such as a graph, picture, map, chart or table

Subskills tested			 

Speaking: 			   speaking for a purpose (to repeat, inform, explain); supporting an opinion with details, 
			   examples, and explanations; organizing an oral presentation in a logical way; developing 	
			   complex ideas within a spoken discourse; using words and phrases appropriate to the  
			   context; using correct grammar; speaking at a natural rate; producing fluent speech;  
			   using correct intonation; using correct pronunciation; using correct stress; speaking under  
			   timed conditions
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Sections 3-6 Writing

The writing sections of PTE Academic measure test takers’ ability to produce written English in academic settings (Figure 3). Two 
item types are used: Summarize written text and Write essay. In Section 5 test takers complete either a Summarize written text or 
Write essay item type.

Figure 3: Sections 3-6 Writing 

The tables on the following page indicate for each item type in Sections 3-6, the number of items in a given test, the Communicative 
Skills assessed, the task test takers have to complete, and the subskills tested.

Part 1 Speaking and writing

Section

Section 1 

Section 2

 

Section 3-4 

Section 5

Section 6

Item Type

Personal introduction

Read aloud
Repeat sentance
Describe image
Re-tell lecture
Answer short question

Summarize written text

Summarize written text or Write essay

Write essay

Time Allowed

1 minute

30-35 minutes

 

 
20 minutes

10 or 20 minutes

20 minutes

Item Type: Answer short question

Number of items 			   10–12

Communicative Skills 		  Listening and Speaking  

Task			   Answer with a single word or a few words after listening to a question

Subskills tested			 

Listening: 		  identifying the topic; understanding academic vocabulary; inferring the meaning of
		  unfamiliar words

Speaking:			   speaking for a purpose (to repeat, inform, explain); using words and phrases appropriate to
			   the context; speaking under timed conditions
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Item Type: Summarize written text

Number of items 			   2–3

Communicative Skills 		  Reading and Writing   

Task			   Write a one-sentence summary of a passage after reading a text

Subskills tested			 

Reading: 			   reading a passage under timed conditions; identifying a writer’s purpose; comprehending 
			   explicit and implicit information; comprehending concrete and abstract information

Writing: 			   writing a summary; writing under timed conditions; taking notes while reading a text; 	
			   synthesising information; writing to meet strict length requirements; communicating 		
			   the main points of a reading passage in writing; using words and phrases appropriate 
			    to the context; using correct grammar; using correct spelling	

Item Type: Write essay

Number of items 			   1–2

Communicative Skills 		  Writing    

Task			   Write an essay of between 200 and 300 words about a given topic

Subskills tested			 

Writing: 			   writing for a purpose (to learn, inform, persuade); supporting an opinion with details, examples 
			   and explanations; organizing sentences and paragraphs in a logical way; developing complex 		
			   ideas within a complete essay; using words and phrases appropriate to the context; using  
			   correct grammar; using correct spelling; using correct mechanics; writing under timed conditions
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Part 2 Reading 

(Approximately 32–41 minutes)

The reading part of PTE Academic measures test takers’ ability to understand written texts in academic settings (Figure 4). Five item 
types are used: Multiple-choice, choose single answer; Multiple-choice, choose multiple answers; Re-order paragraphs; Reading: 
Fill in the blanks and Reading & writing: Fill in the blanks.

Figure 4 shows the item types that are used in the reading part of the test and the approximate time allowed.

Figure 4: Part 2 Reading

Part 2: Reading

Item Type

Multiple-choice, choose single answer

Multiple-choice, choose multiple answers

Re-order paragraphs

Reading: Fill in the blanks

Reading and writing: Fill in the blanks

Time Allowed

32-41 minutes
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The tables below indicate for each item type in Part 2, the number of items in a given test, the Communicative Skills assessed, the 
task test takers have to complete and the subskills tested.

Item Type: Multiple choice, choose single answer

Number of items 			   2–3

Communicative Skills 		  Reading 

Task			   Read a text and answer a multiple-choice question by selecting a single answer

Subskills tested			 

Reading: 			   Any of the following dependent on the item: identifying the topic; identifying a 
			   summary; identifying words and phrases appropriate to the context; identifying the 		
			   relationship between sentences and paragraphs; comprehending explicit and implicit 		
			   information; following a logical or chronological sequence of events; evaluating the  
			   quality and usefulness of texts; identifying a writer’s purpose, tone, technique and  
			   attitude; understanding the difference between connotation and denotation; classifying 	
			   and categorizing information; identifying supporting points or examples

Item Type: Multiple choice, choose multiple answers

Number of items 			   2–3

Communicative Skills 		  Reading 

Task			   Read a text and answer a multiple-choice question by selecting multiple correct answers

Subskills tested			 

Reading: 			   Any of the following dependent on the item: identifying the topic; identifying a summary; 	
			   identifying words and phrases appropriate to the context; identifying the relationship 		
			   between sentences and paragraphs; comprehending explicit and implicit information;  
			   following a logical or chronological sequence of events; evaluating the quality and  
			   usefulness of texts; identifying a writer’s purpose, tone, technique and attitude;  
			   understanding the difference between connotation and denotation; classifying and  
			   categorizing information; identifying supporting points or examples
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Item Type: Re-order paragraphs

Number of items 			   2–3

Communicative Skills 		  Reading 

Task			   Read 4–5 sentences, and reconstruct the text by moving sentences and placing them in 	
			   a comprehensible and coherent order

Subskills tested			 

Reading: 			   identifying the topic; identifying supporting points or examples; identifying the 
			   relationships between sentences and paragraphs; understanding academic vocabulary; 	
			   understanding the difference between connotation and denotation; inferring the  
			   meaning of unfamiliar words; comprehending explicit and implicit information;  
			   comprehending concrete and abstract information; classifying and categorizing  
			   information; following a logical or chronological sequence of events

Item Type: Reading: Fill in the blanks

Number of items 			   4–5

Communicative Skills 		  Reading 

Task			   Complete the gapped text by dragging words from the box below to the appropriate place 	
			   in the text 

Subskills tested:			 

Reading 			   identifying the topic; identifying words and phrases appropriate to the context; 
			   understanding academic vocabulary; understanding the difference between connotation  
			   and denotation; inferring the meaning of unfamiliar words; comprehending explicit and 	
			   implicit information; comprehending concrete and abstract information; following a 		
			   logical or chronological sequence of events

10
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Item Type: Reading and writing: Fill in the blanks

Number of items 			   5–6

Communicative Skills 		  Reading and Writing 

Task			   Complete the gapped text by selecting a word from the drop-down lists for each gap in the text

Subskills tested:			 

Reading 			   identifying the topic; identifying words and phrases appropriate to the context; understanding 	
			   academic vocabulary; understanding the difference between connotation and denotation;  
			   inferring the meaning of unfamiliar words; comprehending explicit and implicit information; 		
			   comprehending concrete and abstract information; following a logical or chronological  
			   sequence of events	

Writing 			   using words and phrases appropriate to the context; using correct grammar

Part 3 Listening 

(Approximately 45–57  minutes)

The listening part of PTE Academic measures test takers’ ability to understand listening texts in academic settings (Figure 5). Eight 
item types are used: Summarize spoken text; Multiple-choice, choose multiple answers; Fill in the blanks; Highlight correct summary; 
Multiple-choice, choose single answer; Select missing word; Highlight incorrect words and Write from dictation.

Figure 5 shows the sections of the listening part of the test, the item types that are used and the approximate time allowed.

11
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The tables below indicate for each item type, the number of items in a given test, the Communicative Skills assessed, the task test 
takers have to complete, and the subskills tested. 

Item Type: Summarize spoken text

Number of items 			   2–3

Communicative Skills 		  Listening and Writing  

Task			   Listen to an audio recording and write a summary of what the speaker has said

Subskills tested:			 

Listening 			   identifying the topic; summarizing the main idea; identifying supporting points or examples; 
			   identifying a speaker’s purpose, tone and attitude; understanding academic vocabulary;  
			   inferring the meaning of unfamiliar words; comprehending explicit and implicit information; 			 
			   comprehending concrete and abstract information; classifying and categorizing information; 			 
			   following an oral sequencing of information; comprehending variations in tone, speed and accent	

Writing 			   writing a summary; writing under timed conditions; taking notes while listening to a recording; 		
			   communicating the main points of a lecture in writing; organizing sentences and paragraphs in 		
			   a logical way; using words and phrases appropriate to the context; using correct grammar;  
			   using correct spelling; using correct mechanics	 	

4 The minimum and maximum timings indicated for the sections in the listening part of PTE Academic do not add up to the total minimum and maximum times stated 	
	 for the listening part of the test (45–57 minutes). This is because different versions of the test are automatically balanced for total length. No test taker will get the 	
	 maximum or minimum times indicated on all sections.

12

Figure 5: Part 3 Listening4

Part 3 Listening

Section

Section 1 

Section 2

Item Type

Summarize spoken text

Multiple-choice, choose multiple answers

Fill in the blanks

Highlight correct summary

Mutiple-choice, choose single answer

Select missing word

Highlight incorrect words

Write from dictation

Time Allowed

20-30 minutes

23-28 minutes
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Item Type: Multiple choice, choose multiple answers

Number of items 			   2–3

Communicative Skills 		  Listening  

Task			   Listen to an audio recording and select all the response options that apply

Subskills tested:			 

Listening 			   Any of the following dependent on the item: identifying the topic; summarizing the main idea; 		
			   identifying supporting points or examples; comprehending explicit and implicit information; 		
			   following an oral sequencing of information; critically evaluating information presented;  
			   forming a conclusion from what a speaker says; predicting how a speaker may continue;  
			   identifying a speaker’s purpose, tone and attitude; identifying the framework used to convey 		
			   information (e.g. generalization, conclusion, cause and effect); inferring the context, purpose 		
			   or tone; classifying and categorizing information; comprehending concrete and  
			   abstract information 

Item Type: Fill in the blanks

Number of items 			   2–3

Communicative Skills 		  Listening and Writing  

Task			   Listen to an audio recording and complete the gapped written text by typing the missing 
			   word in each gap

Subskills tested:			 

Listening 			   identifying words and phrases appropriate to the context; understanding academic vocabulary;	
			   comprehending explicit and implicit information; following an oral sequencing of information

Writing 			   writing from dictation; using words and phrases appropriate to the context; using correct 
			   grammar; using correct spelling

13
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Item Type: Highlight correct summary

Number of items 			   2–3

Communicative Skills 		  Listening and Reading  

Task			   Listen to an audio/video recording and select the paragraph that best summarizes  
			   its content

Subskills tested:			 

Listening 			   identifying the topic; identifying supporting points or examples; understanding academic 		
			   vocabulary; inferring the meaning of unfamiliar words; comprehending explicit and implicit 		
			   information; comprehending concrete and abstract information; classifying and categorizing 		
			   information; following an oral sequencing of information; comprehending variations in tone, 		
			   speed and accent

Reading			   identifying supporting points or examples; identifying the most accurate summary; 
			   understanding academic vocabulary; inferring the meaning of unfamiliar words; comprehending  
			   abstract and concrete information; classifying and categorizing information; following a logical 	
			   or chronological sequence of events; evaluating the quality and usefulness of texts	

Item Type: Multiple choice, choose single answer

Number of items 			   2–3

Communicative Skills 		  Listening 

Task			   Listen to a recording and answer a multiple-choice question by selecting a single answer

Subskills tested:			 

Listening 			   Any of the following dependent on the item: identifying the topic; summarizing the main idea; 		
			   identifying supporting points or examples; comprehending explicit and implicit information; 		
			   following an oral sequencing of information; critically evaluating information presented; forming 	
			   a conclusion from what a speaker says; predicting how a speaker may continue; identifying a 		
			   speaker’s purpose, tone and attitude; identifying the framework used to convey information 		
			   (e.g. generalization, conclusion, cause and effect); inferring the context, purpose or tone;  
			   classifying and categorizing information; comprehending concrete and abstract information

14
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Item Type: Select missing word

Number of items 			   2–3

Communicative Skills 		  Listening 

Task			   Listen to an audio recording and choose the option that best completes the audio text

Subskills tested:			 

Listening 			   identifying the topic; identifying words and phrases appropriate to the context; understanding 	
			   academic vocabulary; inferring the meaning of unfamiliar words; comprehending explicit and 		
			   implicit information; comprehending concrete and abstract information; following an oral  
			   sequencing of information; predicting how a speaker may continue, forming a conclusion from 		
			   what a speaker says; comprehending variations in tone, speed and accent

15

Item Type: Highlight incorrect words

Number of items 			   2–3

Communicative Skills 		  Listening and Writing 

Task			   Listen to an audio recording and click on all the words that do not appear in the recording

Subskills tested:			 

Listening 			   identifying errors in a transcription; understanding academic vocabulary; following an oral 		
			   sequencing of information; comprehending variations in tone, speed and accent

Reading 			   understanding academic vocabulary; following a logical or chronological sequence of 	events; 		
			   reading a text under timed conditions; matching written text to speech
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Item Type: Write from dictation

Number of items 			   3–4

Communicative Skills 		  Listening and Reading 

Task			   Listen to a recording of a sentence and transcribe it by typing it exactly as heard on the audio

Subskills tested:			 

Listening 			   understanding academic vocabulary; following an oral sequencing of information; 	
			   comprehending variations in tone, speed, accent

Reading 			   writing from dictation; using correct spelling

Scoring
All items in PTE Academic are machine scored. Scores for some item types are based on correctness alone, while others are based 
on correctness, formal aspects and the quality of the response.

Formal aspects refer to the form of the response, for example, whether it is over or under the word limit for a particular item type. 
The quality of the response is represented in a number of additional skills called Enabling Skills. For example, in the item type Re-tell 
lecture the response will be scored on skills such as Oral Fluency and Pronunciation. 

Scores for item types assessing Speaking and Writing skills are generated by automated scoring systems. For information about 
automated scoring, please refer to http://www.pearsonpte.com/research/Pages/AutomatedScoring.aspx 

Types of scoring

There are two types of scoring.

Correct or incorrect 

Some item types are scored as either correct or incorrect. If responses to these items are correct, the maximum score points available 
for each item type will be received. If responses are incorrect, no score points are awarded.

Partial credit

Other item types are scored as correct, partially correct or incorrect. If responses to these items are correct, the maximum score 
points available for each item type will be received. If responses are partially correct, some score points will be given, but less than 
the maximum score points available for the item type. If responses are incorrect, no score points will be received. This type of  
scoring is referred to as ‘partial credit’ scoring. Figure 6 shows the item types that are scored as correct or incorrect, and where 
partial credit scoring applies.

16
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Figure 6: Table showing item types, skills assessed and types of scoring applied

Part of test

Part 1: 
Speaking and writing

Part 2: 
Reading

Part 3: 
Listening

Item Type

Personal introduction

Read aloud

Repeat sentence

Describe image

Re-tell lecture

Answer short question

Summarize written text

Write essay

Multiple-choice, choose single answer

Multiple-choice, choose multiple answers

Re-order paragraphs

Reading: Fill in the blanks

Reading and writing: Fill in the blanks

Summarize spoken text

Multiple-choice, choose multiple answers

Fill in the blanks

Highlight correct summary

Multiple-choice, choose single answer

Select missing word

Highlight incorrect words

Write from dictation

Skills assessed

Not assessed

Reading and Speaking

Listening and Speaking

Speaking

Listening and Speaking

Listening and Speaking

Reading and Writing

Writing

Reading

Reading

Reading

Reading

Reading and Writing

Listening and Writing

Listening

Listening and Writing

Listening and Reading

Listening

Listening

Listening and Reading

Listening and Writing

Type of scoring

Unscored

Partial credit

Partial credit

Partial credit

Partial credit

Correct/Incorrect

Partial credit

Partial credit

Correct/Incorrect

Partial credit

Partial credit

Partial credit

Partial credit

Partial credit

Partial credit

Partial credit

Correct/Incorrect

Correct/Incorrect

Correct/Incorrect

Partial credit

Partial credit

17
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Types of scores

PTE Academic reports an Overall Score, Communicative Skills scores and Enabling Skills scores (Figure 7)

Figure 7: Example PTE Academic Institution Score Report

Overall Score: The Overall Score is based on performance on all test items. For each item, the score obtained contributes to the 
Overall Score. The score range for the Overall Score is 10–90 points.

Communicative Skills scores: The Communicative Skills measured are Listening, Reading, Speaking, and Writing. The scores for 
integrated skills items (that is, those assessing Reading and Speaking, Listening and Speaking, Reading and Writing, Listening and 
Writing or Listening and Reading) contribute to the score for each of the Communicative Skills that the items assess. The score range 
for each Communicative Skill is 10–90 points.

Enabling Skills scores: The Enabling Skills measured are Grammar, Oral Fluency, Pronunciation, Spelling, Vocabulary, and Written 
Discourse. The scores for Enabling Skills are based on performance on only those items that assess these skills specifically. The 
score range for each Enabling Skill is 10–90 points.

·	 Grammar: the correct use of language with respect to word form and word order at the sentence level

· 	 Oral Fluency: the smooth, effortless and natural-paced delivery of speech 

18
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· 	 Pronunciation: the production of speech sounds in a way that is easily understandable to most regular speakers of the 
	 language. Regional or national varieties of English pronunciation are considered correct to the degree that they are easily 		
	 understandable to most regular speakers of the language.

· 	 Spelling: the writing of words according to the spelling rules of the language. All national variations are considered correct, 		
	 but one spelling convention should be used consistently in a given response.

· 	 Vocabulary: the appropriate choice of words used to express meaning, as well as lexical range

· 	 Written Discourse: the correct and communicatively efficient production of written language at the textual level. Written 		
	 discourse skills are represented in the structure of a written text, its internal coherence, logical development and the range of  
	 linguistic resources used to express meaning precisely. 

The scores for Enabling Skills are not awarded when responses are inappropriate for the items in either content or form. For  
example, if an essay task requires the test taker to discuss the environment and the response provided is entirely devoted to the 
topic of fashion or sport, no score points will be given for writing or any of the Enabling Skills assessed by the item. In relation to 
form, if a task requires a one-sentence summary of a text and a list of words is given, no score points for the response to that item 
will be given. 

For further information about scoring, please refer to the documents Interpreting the PTE Academic Score Report and Using PTE 
Academic Scores available at http://www.pearsonpte.com/PTEAcademic/Pages/TestScores.aspx 

19
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▲
▲

▲

Item scoring

Figure 8 illustrates how different types of scores reported in the PTE Academic Score Report are computed at the item level. The 
example uses an integrated skills item type Re-tell lecture which assesses Listening and Speaking skills.

Figure 8: Illustration of item level scoring

The item is first scored on Content. If no response or an irrelevant response is given, the content is scored as 0. If an acceptable 
response is provided (that is, a score is given for Content), the item will be scored on two Enabling Skills Oral Fluency and  
Pronunciation. The Enabling Skills scores Oral Fluency and Pronunciation, in addition to the Content score, make up the Total  
Item Score. At the same time, each Enabling Skill score assessed by the item contributes to the Enabling Skills scores reported for 
performance on the entire test. The Total Item Score contributes to the Communicative Skills scores for Listening and Speaking, as 
well as to the Overall Score reported for performance on the entire test.

Your response is scored on:

Content (if zero, no further scoring)		  Enabling Skills scores	

+ Oral Fluency					     Oral Fluency score	

+ Pronunciation					     Pronunciation score

= Total Item Score				    Communicative Skills scores

							       Speaking score

							       Listening score

							       Overall Score

You will hear a lecture. After listening to the lecture, in 10 seconds, please speak into the microphone and repeat what you have 
just heard from the lecture in your own words. You will have 40 seconds to give your response

▲
▲
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Traits scored for item types and reported test scores

The following tables (1–4) show the 20 item types within PTE Academic, the Communicative Skills tested, the traits scored and the 
PTE Academic scores (Overall Score, Enabling Skills scores, Communicative Skills scores) that the trait scores contribute towards.

Part 1 Speaking

Item Type

Read aloud 

Repeat sentence

 
 
Describe image

Re-tell lecture

Answer short  
question

Communicative Skills

Reading and Speaking

Listening and  
Speaking

 
Speaking

 
 
Listening and  
Speaking

 

Listening and  
Speaking

Traits Scored

Content, Oral Fluency, 
Pronunciation

 

Content, Oral Fluency, 
Pronunciation

 
Content, Oral Fluency, 
Pronunciation

 
Content, Oral Fluency, 
Pronunciation

 
Scored either  
correct or incorrect  
depending on  
appropriateness  
and accuracy

PTE Academic Scores Contributed To

Overall Score 
Communicative Skills scores:  
Reading and Speaking  
Enabling Skills scores:  
Pronunciation and Oral Fluency

Overall Score 
Communicative Skills scores:  
Reading and Speaking 
Enabling Skills scores:  
Pronunciation and Oral Fluency

Overall Score 
Communicative Skills scores:  
Reading and Speaking 
Enabling Skills scores:  
Pronunciation and Oral Fluency

Overall Score 
Communicative Skills scores:  
Reading and Speaking 
Enabling Skills scores:  
Pronunciation and Oral Fluency

Overall Score 
Communicative Skills scores:  
Listening and Speaking 
Enabling Skill score: Vocabulary

Table 1: Communicative Skills tested, traits scored and scores reported for item types in the Speaking section of PTE Academic
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Part 1 Writing

Item Type

Summarize  
written text 

Write essay

Communicative Skills

Reading and Writing

 
Writing

Traits Scored

Content, Form, Grammar, 
Vocabulary, Spelling

 
 
Content; Development,  
Structure and coherence; 
Form, General linguistic 
range, Grammar usage  
and mechanics, Spelling, 
Vocabulary range

PTE Academic Scores Contributed To

Overall Score  
Communicative Skills scores:  
Reading and Writing  
Enabling Skills scores:  
Grammar, Vocabulary  
and Spelling

Overall Score  
Communicative Skill score: Writing  
Enabling Skills scores:  
Grammar, Vocabulary, Spelling and Writ-
ten Discourse

Table 2: Communicative Skills tested, traits scored and scores reported for item types in the Writing sections of PTE Academic
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Part 2 Reading

Item Type

Multiple- choice, 
choose single answer 

 
Multiple- choice, 
choose multiple  
answers

Re-order paragraphs

 
 
Reading:  
Fill in the blanks

 
Reading and writing: 
Fill in the blanks

Communicative Skills

Reading

 
Reading

Reading

 
Reading

 
 
Reading and Writing

Traits Scored

Response scored  
either correct  
or incorrect

Partial credit given for 
each correct response 

 
Partial credit given  
for any correctly  
ordered pair

Partial credit given for 
selecting each correct 
response for a blank 

Partial credit given for 
selecting each correct 
response for a blank

PTE Academic Scores Contributed To

Overall Score 
Communicative Skill score: Reading

 
Overall Score 
Communicative Skill score: Reading

 
Overall Score 
Communicative Skill score: Reading

 
Overall Score 
Communicative Skill score: Reading

 
Overall Score 
Communicative Skills scores:  
Reading and Writing

Table 3: Communicative Skills tested, traits scored and scores reported for item types in the Reading part of PTE Academic
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Table 4: Communicative Skills tested, traits scored and scores reported for item types in the Listening part of PTE Academic

Part 3 Listening

Item Type

Summarize spoken text

 
 
 
 
 
Multiple- choice, choose 
multiple  
answers

 
Fill in the blanks

 
 
 
Highlight correct  
summary

 
Multiple- choice, choose 
single answer

Select missing word

 
Highlight incorrect 
words

 
Write from dictation

Communicative Skills

Listening and Writing

 
 
 
Listening

 
Listening and Writing

 
 
Listening and Reading

Listening

Listening

Listening and Reading

Listening and Writing

Traits Scored

Content, Form,  
Grammar, Vocabulary, 
Spelling

 
Partial credit given 
based on the relative 
order of each adjacent 
pair of sentences 

Each gap is  
scored based on  
the correctness of  
each word

Response scored either  
correct or incorrect 

Response scored either  
correct or incorrect 

 
Response scored either  
correct or incorrect 

 
Partial credit given for 
each correct word from 
the audio transcript

Partial credit given for 
each correct response

PTE Academic Scores Contributed To

Overall Score 
Communicative Skills scores:  
Listening and Writing  
Enabling Skills scores:  
Grammar, Vocabulary  
and  Spelling

Overall Score 
Communicative Skill score:  
Listening

 
Overall Score 
Communicative Skills scores:  
Listening and Writing

 
Overall Score 
Communicative Skills scores:  
Listening and Reading

Overall Score 
Communicative Skill score:  
Listening

Overall Score 
Communicative Skill score:  
Listening 

Overall Score 
Communicative Skills scores:  
Listening and Reading 

Overall Score 
Communicative Skills scores:  
Listening and Writing
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Alignment of PTE Academic scores to the Common European Framework

PTE Academic is preliminarily aligned to the Common European Framework (CEF or CEFR) (Figure 9), a widely recognized benchmark 
for language ability developed by the Council of Europe (2001). 

Figure 9: Preliminary alignment of PTE Academic scores to the Common European Framework

Students with a B1 proficiency level would meet university entry requirements if preparatory academic-level English language 
courses are taken. PTE Academic scores of 43–58 indicate that test takers are probably able to carry out language tasks at B1 level.

B2 proficiency level meets university entry requirements and enables students to follow academic-level instruction and participate 
in academic education, including both coursework and student life. PTE Academic scores of 59–75 indicate that test takers are 
likely to be able to perform language tasks at B2 level.

Students at C1 would be very comfortable participating in all postgraduate activities including teaching. C1 is not required for 
students entering university at undergraduate level. PTE Academic scores of 76–84 indicate that test takers are probably able to 
carry out language tasks at C1 level.
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Further information 

For more information about:

PTE Academic scores and alignment of scores to the CEF, download the documents Interpreting the PTE Academic 
Score Report and Using PTE Academic Scores available at http://www.pearsonpte.com/pteacademic/scores. 

Skills tested within PTE Academic, item types, sample responses and explanations, refer to The Official Guide to PTE Academic at 
http://www.pearsonpte.com/Testme/Pages/OfficialGuidetoPTEAcademic.aspx
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